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Site visit report by the Committee constituted as per directions of Hon’ble
National Green Tribunal, Principal Branch, New Delhi directions vide order dated
15 July 2021 in the matter of Original Application No. 45/2021 (Western
Zone)(Syamantak Trust Vs. State of Maharashtra & Ors.)

introduction -

The Applicant (Syamantak Trust Vs. State of Maharashtra & Ors.) filed
an Original' Application No. 45/2021 in Hon’ble National Green Tribunal,'PrincipéI
Branch, New Delhi against violation of Wetland (Conservation and Management)
Rule 2017 protect the Dhamapur Lake, Sindhudurg District.

_ Applicant in his application submitted that, wetland is identified as such‘
in “National Wetland Inventory & Assessment” and as such the wetland rules are
applicable by virtue of_ directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in M.K. Balkrishnan
and Ors. V. Union of India and Ors. Applicant also submitted that-Dhamapur Lake in
Sihdhudurg District was included in National Wetlénd Atlas published by MoEF & CC
and cohstruction of permanent‘ structures by Minor irrigation Department,
Maharashtra, Agriculture Department,' Maharashtra and certain private partievs were
done within 50 meters of mean high flood level of Dhamapur Lake. Therefore,
Applicant requested Hon’ble NGT to conserve the status of Dharhapur'Lake. |

Accordingly, Hon’ble NGT by their order dated 15 July 2021 directed to
constitute a joint Committee | comprising -State Wetland Authority, District
Magistrate Sindhudurg, CPCB and State PCB to ascertain whether there is Shrinkage
of lake, status of demarcation of flood plain/line, sources of pollufion of fhé lake and
the restoration plan. Hon’ble NGT also directed >that the State Wetland Authority
will be the nodal agency for coordination and compliance and the Committee may
ascertain the facts by visiting the site and conduct all other proceedings online.

As per the directions received from | Hon’ble NGT, th‘e, State Wetland

Authority, Maharashtra as a Nodal Agency constituted a committee vide letter dated
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15.07.2021 comprising of District Magistrate, Sindhudurg, Member of Central
Pollution Control Board and Member of Maharashtra State Pollution Control Board.
Accordingly site visit of the committee was scheduled on 21.10.2021. The
representative of applicant (Syamantak Trust), Shri. Sachin Desai, Shri. Mohammad
Shaikh and Smt. Meenal Desai were present during site visit along with other
stakeholders. The attendance sheet of the site visit is attached herewith.

Du‘ring site visit, as directed by Hon’ble NGT, fol'lowing issues were visited by
the committee. The details are'as under.

1) Shrinkage of lake:- The Committee went through the land records available

with Tahsildar Malvan, Dist. Sindhudurg and observed that, the total area of -

" Dhamapur Lake was 35.99 Ha. as per village Form No. 1 (M &HeT) and is -

attached herewith as Annexure A. The Committee also observed that, the
Dhamapur Lake was constructed as a dam during Shivkalin era (apprdximately
in 15™ Century) for the purpose of drinking water suppl'ie\:s and irrigation,
which was later handed over to the Irrigation Departmént vide Notification
No. $.95/104001-1(4) Dated 17..04.1'975 and is attached herewith as Annexure
B. The Committee noticed that, as per Irrigation record, the existing area of .
Dhamapur Lake is approx. 43.30Hé. Hen-ce the Committee observed that the -
area of Dhamapur Lake has increased from 35.99Ha. to 43.30Ha. The map
available with Land Record Departments, Sindhudurg District éhowing

increased lake area is attached herewith as Annexure C.

2) Status of demarcation of flood plain/line:- The representative of Water
Resource Department , Executive Engineer Shri. Shrimangale was preseht for
thé site visit. He informed that, the demarcation of Dhamapur Lake
boundaries, flood plain, zone of influence, etc. has not yet been completed.

The process of demarcation is in progress. Executive Engineer, Water
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Resource Department had submitted the status of progress report and
proposed timeline for completion of the demarcation of Dhamapur Lake
boundaries, flood plain, zone of influence, etc. which is attached herewith as.

Annexure D.

Sources of pollution of the lake and the restoration plan:- During visit, the

Committee has not observed any source of pollution at Dhamapur Lake. The -
Committee was informed that, during Ga’hesh Chaturthi Festival, Ganesh idols
were immersed in Dhamapur Lake and State Pollution Control Board has
collected water samples before and after immersion of Ganesh idols. As per
water sample analysis report, it is observed that both (before and after) water
sample results were found within the prescribed standard permissible limit
and this is attached herewith as Annexure E. Dﬁring site visit, the Committee
directed to Maharashtra State Pollution Board to monitor water quality

regularly on monthly basis by collecting adequate number of water samples

- from Dhamapur lake and ensure that the quality of water is within the

4)

standard prescribed limit. In case any deviation from standard prescribed limit
is observed, the necessary action should be initiated against defauiter.

Details of drinking water supply :-

The representative of Malvan Nagar Panchayat, Chief Officer, Shri.
Santosh Jirage was present for site visit. He informed that since from 2000-
2001, the water qua'ntity of 9.00 lacks Itrs. per day from Dhamapur lake is
supplying in the municipal area of Malvan Nagarpanchayat, Grampanchayat
area of village Kumbharmath, Government Polytechnic Collegé, Colony and
Government ITI Institute for drinking/domestic use. It is also informed that

recently the resolution was passed by the Malvan Nagarpanchayat for ‘Nal
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Yojana water supply project’ to provide water to the villages Devbag, Tarkarli

and Wayari by lifting such water from Dhamapur Lake.

Some villagers and Sarpanch of Dhamapur were present for site visit.

They informed that the drinking water is supplying to the village Dhamapur

and adjacent villages around Dhamapur.

5) Other observations of the Committee:-

a) The Committee observed that the solid waste like thermocol, plasfic,

clothes, bottles, etc. were dumped on private Iand.v infront of Bhagawati

Mandir, at the bank of Dhamapur lake. The Committee was also informed

that utensils and clothes are also regularly washed on the steps of
Dhamapur lake.
The Committee directed concerned Block Development Officer to look into '
the matter on priority and provide adequate capacity dustbins for
collection of wet waste and dry waste and also directed to ensure that
separate area td be provided for washing of utensils and'clothes.

The Committee also directed to concerned Block Development

Officer to submit compliance within a week to the District Magistrate.

b) The Committee observed that the cohstruction work debris like soil, sand

_c)

were dumped in the vicinity of lake near the ancient structure “Bandh
Vaas.” The Committee directed the representative of Water Resource

Department to remove all such construction work debris immediately and -

-ensure the area around “Bandh Vaas” is maintained neat and clean.

The Committee was informed that, the construction waste debris of
demolished skywalk was not removed from the water body by Public

Works Departments. The representative of Public Works Department

Executive Engineer Smt. Anamika Jadhav submitted that all remaining
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‘construction waste debris of skywalk will be immediately removed once
the water level recedesf The representative of Public Works Departments
submitted written commitment in this regard to the committee and is
attached herewith as Annexure F.

d) Issues related to constr-uction of permanent structures -

i) The Committee informed that the Agriculture Department constructed
RCC structure to strengthen the existing well on their own Iand Iocatéd
on the bank of Dhamapur lake. |

The representative of -Agriculture Department, District
Superintendent Agricultural Officer Shri. Mhetre submitted that they
have a nursery premises at S. No. 91/B1 with an old well in which
Maharashtra State Electricity Board has been giveh electrical ,
connection on 09.12.1980. The nursery is in service of growing mother
saplings of trees like Mango, Cashew Nut, Coconut, etc. It is reported
that approximately 50,000 mother saplings are being grown per year
and distributed largely to the farmers. |

It is informed to the Committee, as the existing we||_was on the
edge of collapse hence Agricult'ure Department with all necessary
approvals strengthen the well with RCC structure in the year 2018.

It is also informed that the total w_éges increased from 500-600 to 900-
1000 after strengthening of the well.

The Committee discussed the issue with all stakeholders and
unanimously decided to obtain expe'rt guidance from the District
Wetland Brief Document Committee with respect to the Eco- friendly
remediation of RCC well. The details of documents submitted by

Agriculture department is attached herewith as Annexure G.
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ii). Construction of permanent structures on private land of Shri. Yogesh
Rawool — The Committee visited the said site and observed that only
Jambha Stones were stored on their plot. No Construction activity is
observed during site visit.

i) Construction of permanent structures on private land of Shri.
Ramchandra Bhosale — The Committee observed that the house
cohstruction having area of 9.48x7.18 mts. was in progress on S. 'Nb..
99/2/2 which is at the bank of Dhamapur lake. The Constru_ct'ion is of
Jambha Stones. The Committee Aalso observed that Shri. Bhosale. has
constructed the bore well on 'his plot without obtaining permissioh |
from competent authority. - | _ |

As the work of demarcation of flood plain, lake boundary, zone of
'inﬂuence, etc. is not yet completed by the Water Resources Department. Therefore,
the Committee is of opinion that the above issueé can be considered only after
completion of demarcation of flood piain, lake boundary, zone of i'nfluence, etc.

The Committee noted that, as per Wetland (Conservation and
Management) Rule 2017, 'Wetland is defined as “An area of marsh, fen, peat land or
water ; whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is
static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt including afeas of marine Water the depth of
which at low tide does not exceeds six metres, but does not include river Channels,'
paddy fields, human — made water bodies/tanks specially constructed for drinking
water purposes and structures specially constructed for aquaculture, salt production,
recreation and irrigation purposes.” "

| The Committee also noted that Shivkalin Dhamapur lake was reportedly

constructed for the purpose of drinking water and agricultural use. Therefore, the
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Committee is of opinion that the Dhamapur lake is exempted from the definition of
Wetland as mentioned above. _

The site visit completed with vote of thanks to all committee members,
appellant and all stake holders present during the site visit. |
(Shri. Rahul Mote) : (Pratik m.

Sub-Regional Officer, , Sci-E, Regional Difafv)z.afé,
MPCB, Ratnagiri. 'CPCB, Pune. :

z‘»/\\g\w*\

-(Shri. Abhay Pimparkar) | (K..M

Sci-1, Environment & CC Department District Magistrate,
And representative of State : Sindhudurg

Wetland Authority
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B .03363 / LEEIUR

: l:xecutwe Engmeer
' Sindhudurg Irrigation Department, Ambadpal
| Tal. Kudal District Sindhudurg

Email:- tmipdkﬁdal@gmail.com

AT, o, fRurfaett / wem-3 /1730 /2021

TDate:22/10/2021

o,

Hon. Expert Committee Members,

1. Hon. Collector Sindhudurg

2. Hon. Representatives of the Central Pollution Control Board.
3. Hon. Representative of Maharashtra Pollution Control Board.
4. Hon. Representative of Maharashtra State Wetland Authority.

Subject :- Hon. Original application no, In 45/2021(Syamantak Vs, Government of
Maharashtra) Hon. According to the order given by the arbitrator,
Dhamapur Lake. Dist. Regarding site inspection at Sindhudurg.

Refrances :- 1) Tehsildar Malvan's letter no. MS/ Response / Wet Land / Site
Inspection / 10/2021 dt. 14/10/2021.
2) In. Sha. Letter No. Grade No. 1 of NGT-2021/Sr. No. 10/ Ta. A3 d.

12/10/2021.

Dhamapur M.1 scheme is Shiva period and this lake is government decision no. S.
95/104001 A / U (4) dt. Notified.under 17/04/1975. The length of this earthen dam is 245 m.
The total length of the dam-and drainage is 271 m. Is. The maximum height of the dam is
11.43 m. Is. The total water storage of the scheme is 2.457 Dalghami and useful water
storage is 2.441 Dalghami. Is. Muktapattan system jambha stone construction drain 26 m. Is
of length. The sunken area of the project is 43 ha. The catchment area is 9.97 sq. Km.
There are 2 canals on this project and the left canal is 4.00 km. And right canal 2.20
km. At present, the area under irrigation is 40 hectares.

- In the above context, today. On 21/10/2021 The expert committee present along with
District Collector Sindhudurg Pa. Following are the instructions given during the visit to M.1
Dhamapur Scheme.

Sr.No

Order As per Observation

Feedback on takihg action

‘To give feedback on how or
when the full reservoir level was
increased during the construction
of the dam repair.

by filling it with new soil to avoid possible
danger to the main dam wall duc to over topping
of the dam head due to heavy rains. Also. in the

year 2019. leakage prevention measures were |

taken to prevent leakage from the dam wall and
sewerage, but no changes have been made in the
sewerage system during this work, so the water
level has been kept as per the previous concept.

Picking up and cleaning
construction materials lying near
drains.

On 22/10/2021. construction materials near the |
sewer are being removed and the sewer area is
cleaned. :

-

Work has been done to strengthen the dam head |

|

To  verify the
permission given to Smita
Subhash Chavan and Verity

pumping

whether ar not the nmmn shed

Smita Subhash Chavan has been given
permission to withdraw from 31/03/2011 to
31/10/2028. Details of permission are being

Qibmitted alnno with it And aftar o Aotailad

|
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talls in the buffer zone. survey of Dhamapur lake. it will be verified !

whether the pump falls in the shed buffer zone or

not. _

4. Submission of time bound|The expected planning  program  for

planning program for | demaarcation of full reservoir level, highest

demarcation  of  Dhamapur | flood level. buffer zone ete. of Dhamapur:
reservoir. reservoir is as tollows.

1. Reservoir Demarcation work. To get the

approval of Executive Director, Konkan

Development Corporation. Thane. :
- Expected period ending November 2021. |
2. To appoint a contractor by completing the l
tender process after approval of reservoir !
demarcation of flood plain. boundries. zone of!
influence and digital maps work.

- Expected period ending December 2021, _
3. The period required to start and complete the |
actual work. x
- Expected duration Jan. - 2022 |

It is politety submitted for your information and appropriate action.

Accompanied by: -
1) Notification letter of Dhamapur Dam,. P
2) Water abstraction permission letter. "ﬁ/'
3) Procurement List 2021-22 submitted for G,v%mangle
approval ExecutivelEngineer
Sindhudurg Irrigation Department, Ambadpal
Tal, Kudal District Sindhudurg

Copy to :- Hon. Collector, Sindhudurg for information.
Copy to :- Superintendent Engineer, Ratnagiri Irrigation Board. Ratnagiri for information.
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MAHARASHTRA POYYUTION CONTROL

Tnexuse-E

e-mail:
sroratnagiri@mpcb.gov.in

BOA
SUB REGIONAL OFFICE, RATNAGIRL
Central Administration
Tel. No. 02352 220813, AR Building No. 2, 2™ Floor,
Fax No. 02352 220813. Collector Office, .
——— Ratnagiri, Pin 415 612. S

Your Service is our duty

No : MPCB/SROR})S 12

To
: e Committee coordinator,

State Wetland Authority,
Mumbai.

Date :-22-\ 6202

Sub: Water-analysis results of Dhamapur Lake.
Ref: Committee constituted as per direction of National Green Tribunal
(Western Zone) in original application No. 45/2021.

Respected Sir,

With reference to above subject matter, this office is submitting water analysis report
of Dhamapur lake collected during Ganesh Festival 2020-2021.

Ganesh Festival analysis result (Pre Immersion)

IS Standards surface water quality Dbhamapur Lake, Malvan
Parameters Standards 18.08.2020 08.09.2021
pH 6.0-9.0 7.3 6.5
BOD 3 (mg/L) 1.8 --
COD - 20.0 -~

| TDS 1500 (mg/L) 52.0 34.0.
Turbidity (NTU) -- 1.8 . 1.00
Conductivity (us/cm) -- 78.0 50.0
Dissolved Oxygen 4 (mg/L) 6.9 6.9
Nickel -- BDL BDL
Iron 50 (mg/L) 0.010 1.10
Lead -- BDL BDL
Copper 1.5 (mg/L) 0.014 BDL
Zinc 15 (mg/L) BDL BDL
Total Chromium 0.05 (mg/L) BDL BDL
Cadmium 0.01 (mg/L) BDL BDL
Total Solids -- 62.0 --
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Ganesh Festival analysis result ( Post Immersion) $7
IS St.andards surface water Dhamapur Lake, Malvan
quality
Standards 28.08.2020 | 3.09.2020 15.09.2021 | 20.09.2021

Parameters (6th Day) | (11th Day) | (6th Day) | (11th Day)
pH 6.0-9.0 7.3 7.5 6.9 6.6
BOD 3 (mg/L) 1.8 - 2.0 -- ‘
COD -- 20.0 20.0 --
TDS 1500

(mg/L) 58.0 54.0 40:0 42.0
Turbidity (NTU) -- 2.9 4.6 1.00 1.00
Conductivity 80.0 820 | 540 56.0
(us/cm) -- '
Dissolved
Oxygen 4 (mg/L) 6.6 | 6.5 7.0 6.8
Nickel .- BDL - BDL BDL --
[ron 50 (mg/L) 0.0 0.020 0.92 --
Lead ' -~ BDL BDL BDL : BDL
Copper ’ 1.5 (mg/L) 0.023 © 0.033 -- BDL
Zinc 15 (mg/L) 0.002 0.004 BDL ~ BDL
Total Chromium | 0.05 (mg/L) BDL - BDL BDL BDL
Cadmium 0.01 (mg/L) BDL BDL BDL BDL
Total Solids -- 64.0 70.0 . 52.0 --
Suspended -- ~- -~ -~ 12.0
Solids (SS)
Total Alkalinity | -- -- -- -- 8.0
Hardness -- -- -- -- 12.00
Manganese -- -- -~ -~ BDL

In view of above, analysis results of the sample collected from Dhamapur lake
are seen within the standard prescribed limits under IS Standard for water quality

2296:1992. This is submitted for your information and further needful please

Yours faithfully,’

W
(Rahul D. Mote)
Sub Regional Officer,
M.P.C. Board, Ratnagiri
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" Office of the Executive Engineer

r-”‘
Sawantwadi (PWD) Division 6/

Public Works

Division, sawantwadi Sawantw adi’ 41 65 10
Phone No.272214 | E-Mail — sawantwadi.ce@mahapwd.com | Fax No.272214
| Outward no. PWD/swntwd/PB/2021/3725 Date :- 21/10/2021
To,

The Hon. committee, compnsed of State wetland authority, District magistrate,

sindhudurg, CPCB and state'PCB.

Subject: Skywalk dismantling work at Dha;mapur lake, tehsil-malvan, dlSt -
" Sindhudurg

Ref.: The site visit at Dhamapur lake along with hon. committee members on
21/10/2021

Respected committee members,

As observed during site visit mentioned in reference, the skywalk structure
at Dhamapur Lake has been dismantled successfully. However, some portion of
fallen debris could not be dlsposed-off due to surroundmg standing water. This

debris material will be removed once the water level recedes in 2 to 3 months’
time. ‘

. This is for your favor of information, please.

Executive|\Eng;
Public Works Division,
Sawantwadi
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0.No.DSAOS/Dhamapur lake/Spot Verification/3746/2021
Office Of District Superintending Agriculture Officer,
Sundhudurg Dated 22.10.2021
To J q
Hon. District Collector,

Sindhudurg

Sub: Regarding original application no. 45/2021; Samyantak trust
Vs State Government Maharashtra Dhamapur Lake spot

verification.

Ref. 1) Letter from Add. secretary, Ecology & Ecochange No.
2021/ P.K 10/ Tech.3s dt. 14/10/2021
2) Letter from RDC Sindhudurg no, desk- 8/ M. S. 3/
Dhamapur lake/ dt. 18/10/2021

Respected Madam

With respect to above subject and references given. Kindly
submitting hereby, the details of Government nursery; Dhamapur dist.
Sindhudurg. Details regarding nursery, its objectives infrastructure in attached
in short note. Also, the fact regarding old well converted into new constructed

well and the correspondence is attached here with for your information.

District Superin%lmre Officer

Sindhudurg

Thanking you.
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Government Horticulture fruit Nursery Dhamapur

General Information
In Dhamapur Village, Taluka Malvan, District Sindhudurg Government

Nursery has been established on 12 June 1969 as Taluka Fruit Nursery. From 1-5-1982
it was renamed as Taluka Fruit Nursery Dhamapur. The nursery is situated at a
distance of 15 Km from Kudal city of Mumbai Goa National Highway. Malvan is the
Taluka place of Dhamapur Nursary which is 21 Km away.

At the time of establishment of the nursery, the area of the nursery was
9.15 hectares. According ot order of Hon. Collector, Sindhudurg (Oros) in 1998, the
area of 1.11 hectare allotted to Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation.
Therefore, at present the total area of nursery is 8.04 hectare. Out of the total area,
7.44 hectare area is covered under mother plants and 0.60 hectare area is under roads
and buildings.

The best quality seedlings produced in this Government Horticulture fruit
Nursery are supplied to the farmers for various horticulture development programs of
the Government scheme in Malvan Taluka, Sindhudurg District as well as outside the
district.
The purpose of the nursery
1. To supply quality Grafts/ seedlings to the farmers by using modern technology on

the nursery.

2. To protect the existing mother plants

A) Details of existing mother trees -

Sr | Name of Fruit . Age in Capacity of bud
Variety No of plants .

No crop Years stick

1 | Mango Alphonso 30-35 168 10000
Payari 30-35 1 500
Sindhu 12-30 2 500

2 | Cashew Venguria 4 10-15 110 25000

' Vengurla 6 10-15 6 100

3 | Sapota Kalipatti 30-35 60 20000

4 | Coconut Banawali 35-45 110 0

5 | Cinnamon Konkan Tej 10-15 25 3000 Arial Graft

6 | Kokam Local 30-35 58 20000

7 | Jackfruit Local 30-35 0 0

8 | Guava Lucknow 49 30-35 1 100 Arial Graft
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There was an old well near the lake in the field of Government
Horticulture fruit Nursery. Maharashtra State Electricity Board has made electrical
connection on 09/12/1980 to lift water from this well.

As the old well was not well constructed and not walled, mud had to be
removed every year. Also, due to low water storage capacity, it was essential to deepen,
widen and construct the well. Etc. The renovation of the old well was proposed.

Accordingly, in the year 2017-18, the ideal nursery was approved from
Director of Horticulture and the old well was converted into a new well.

Following listed 1 to 4 are the letters correspondences regarding
renovation of old well to new well
1. Letter No. SDAO / Tantra / Arovagh / Tam / Camp / Dt.12 / 11/2018 from Uvikriya
Kankavali
2. Letter from DSAO Sindhudurg to Jakra / Jiakriya / Adarshrova / 3720 / dt
12/11/2018
3. Letter of Technical Approval from Executive Engineer Grapapu Division Zip
Sindhudurg No. ZP / Grapapu V / Tansha-1/1783 / 12/ 11/2018
4. Administrative Order No. from Hon'ble Divisional Joint Director of Agriculture
Thane-4.

Benefits of renovation of well

1. It was possible to increase the cultivation of mango and cashew mother plants.

2. Increased graft production capacity of grafts of different fruits in nursery.

3. Drip irrigation has reduced the mortality rate of grafts / seedlings.

4. Before renovation of the well, 8 to 10 thousand grafts were being produced every
year. However, after renovation of the wéll, it was possible to produce 45 thousand
grafts per year.

5. Before the renovation of the well, 500 to 600 man-days of employment were
generated every year. After the renovation, it was possible to create 900 to 1000 man-
days of employment every year.

Although renovated well has been constructed in cement, the springs
have not been closed. Pipes are placed in each ring so that the springs may not close.

Pipes have been netted to refuse the waste and algae from the lake to the well.
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